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BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

CONSULTANCY WORK 1993—2017 

I have worked as an independent anthropological consultant for over two decades, working on such diverse matters 

as native title, Aboriginal governance, community development, and alcohol issues.  
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I have been engaged by the Northern Land Council on a long-term project centred on a proposal by the Northern 

Territory Government to progressively upgrade the Central Arnhem Road, which runs between near Katherine and 

Nhulunbuy in Arnhem Land. Two thirds of the road lies within Aboriginal Land Trust lands, and any major 

upgrades to the road would require the ‘informed consent’ of the relevant Traditional Owners. Developed 

collaboratively with NLC anthropologist Carol Christopherson and still in its relatively early stages, the innovative 

project methodology has given substantive content to the ‘informed consent’ provisions of the Aboriginal Land 

Rights Act. It has facilitated a move from the ‘passive’ acceptance or rejection of a government development 

proposal to a participatory development model derived through intensive consultations with Traditional Owners and 

other affected Aboriginal residents of the region. 

I have conducted research and published extensively in the area of Indigenous governance, including the governance 

of entities and arrangements associated with mining agreements and native title claims, such as Prescribed Bodies 

Corporate and other Indigenous corporate entities and trusts. I have a particular expertise in the area of Prescribed 

Bodies Corporate (PBCs). As discussed below, between 1999 and 2000 along with barrister Christos Mantziaris I 

co-authored a book and a plain-English publication on PBCs which resulted from a major consultancy for the 

National Native Title Tribunal (Mantziaris and Martin 1999, 2000). In 2003/4 I was engaged by ATSIC to provide 

expert advice to an interdepartmental Technical Working Group on reform of the PBC regime. I have also published 

an article on PBCs (Martin 2004). 

I was a member of both reviews of the Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act, the second of which ultimately led 

to the development of the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders) Act 2006. I have provided advice 

in conjunction with lawyers and accountants in the design of governance arrangements and structures for Indigenous 

organisations such as Prescribed Bodies Corporate, land-holding bodies, representative organisations, commercial 

enterprises, trust companies, and Community Development Employment Projects organisations. For example, in 

2008 I was engaged by the Trustees of the Gumala Foundation in Western Australia to develop a submission to the 

review of that Foundation, and subsequently by Pilbara Native Title Services to provide an assessment of risk 

factors in the financial management structures proposed for agreements being negotiated between Aboriginal groups 

and Rio Tinto in the Pilbara region of Western Australia. 

In the native title arena, I have provided high-level policy advice and peer reviews of connection reports for Native 

Title Representative Bodies as well as for government agencies. More recently, I played a significant role in 

assisting Pilbara Native Title Services to develop the research methodology for the Pilbara Connection Project, in 

which connection reports are being prepared for a set of claims over the Pilbara region, and have continued to 

provide internal peer reviews of the connection reports prior to their submission to the State of Western Australia. I 

have also in the past undertaken peer reviews of native title connection materials for the Central Queensland Land 

Council in Mackay. 

I have undertaken assessment reviews of connection reports for Western Australia’s Office of Native Title, and 

given presentations at a professional development workshop for staff of that Office, and at workshops on native title 

connection reports and ancillary topics organised by the Office. I have also assessed a number of connection reports 

for the Native Title Office of the South Australian Crown Solicitor’s Office. I was engaged to undertake an 
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assessment of connection materials for the Native Title Unit of Victoria’s Department of Justice, and for the 

Australian Capital Territory Government Solicitor.  

As well as being engaged by the South Australian Crown Solicitor’s Office, I have also provided advice to the then 

Native Title Representative Body for that State, the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement, to assist it in developing a 

strategy to deal with multiple overlapping claims in the west of the State. I have also been engaged by Central 

Queensland Land Council to peer review a native title connection report, and to provide advice on resolving 

competing claims in a region within its representative area. 

In addition to conducting professional development courses in native title auspiced by Western Australia’s Office of 

Native Title, and South Australia’s Crown Solicitor’s Office, I have also conducted workshops on native title 

matters for the Commonwealth Attorney General’s Department. I have developed and presented sessions at 

professional development courses in native title run at the University of Adelaide, the University of Queensland, the 

Central Land Council in Alice Springs, and by the Aurora Project. 

In 2000, as part of a team involving anthropologists and lawyers, I developed a proposed policy framework for 

consent determinations for the Department of Justice Native Title Unit in Victoria which sought to incorporate both 

native title and social justice policy principles of the State Government, and set out a range of options for 

responding to native title claims dependent upon the levels of connection established. I was engaged by the South 

Australian Attorney General’s Department to provide advice in relation to materials submitted for a litigated native 

title claim in the Lake Eyre Basin, including the particular connection report. Subsequently, I was also engaged by 

the Department to provide advice in relation to other matters, particularly consent determination criteria as part of 

the State-wide ILUA process, and also to assist with the finalisation of an ILUA over the Todmorden pastoral lease 

in the far north of the State. I have undertaken peer reviews of connection reports for the Native Title Office of the 

Western Australian Department of Premier and Cabinet, and requested to provide presentations at a workshop on 

connection materials organised by that Office.  

I was also engaged by the National Native Title Tribunal to develop a report on the capacity of anthropologists to 

deliver services in the native title area (Martin 2004). Anthropos was further engaged by the NNTT and ATSIS to 

undertake a pilot mentoring project for junior anthropologists working in Native Title Representative Bodies, and to 

report on that project (Martin 2004).  

I have mentored a number of anthropologists, including a number of Native Title Representative Bodies. 

I have worked in a number of capacities in the native title and land claim areas. I have conducted field-based 

research for Carpentaria Land Council with regard to a native title claim in the Gulf region of Queensland. I have 

had an ongoing role in the Wik Native Title claim in western Cape York.  Anthropological site mapping work I 

undertook for Aurukun Wik people between 1986 and 1994 formed a significant part of the evidence underpinning 

that claim (Sutton, Martin et al 1990).  A major part of my role also involved the preparation of anthropological 

materials for the claim, and acting as a ‘cultural interpreter’, assisting the team of lawyers and other specialists in 

providing the Aboriginal people involved with advice and information on the legal and policy issues of their claim 
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in a culturally and linguistically appropriate form. I have also undertaken specialist work in this claim in 

collaboration with members of the Wik legal team, to develop a constitution for the resultant Prescribed Body 

Corporate. I was also involved in the process of negotiating a consent agreement over the Aboriginal lands sectors 

of the claim, and in the 2004 consent determination over extensive pastoral and mining lease areas of the claim. 

I have also undertaken consultancies for Aboriginal groups and organisations involving developing land claims 

under the Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 (Devitt and Martin 1997) and under Queensland's Aboriginal 

Land Act. I have been a senior anthropologist in developing the claim for the Mungkan (Wik) groups with 

traditional affiliations to the Mungkan-Kaanju National Park under the Queensland Act (Martin 1998). I have also 

provided advice to Aboriginal claimants on the development of a plan of management over a National Park in 

eastern Cape York.  

A major focus of my consultancy work has been in assisting indigenous groups to develop and establish effective 

organisational structures, community development (such as alcohol related issues), native title, and land rights. For 

example, I have worked in teams with lawyers and accountants in both remote and rural regions of Australia in 

designing and establishing organisations for Aboriginal people. In 2002, I was again engaged on a second review of 

the Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act in 2002 as part of a multidisciplinary team. Recommendations of the 

resultant report (Corrs Chambers Westgarth et al 2002) played a significant role in the repeal of that Act, and the 

policy framework underlying the subsequent Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders) Act. 

Together with a barrister, Christos Mantziaris (then of the Law Program, Research School of Social Sciences at the 

Australian National University), I was engaged by the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) in 1999 to undertake 

research on legal and anthropological issues of the Prescribed Bodies Corporate regime under the Native Title Act. 

The outcomes of this research have included a 70 page publication through the NNTT written so as to make it 

accessible to non-technical readers, and a 450pp book published through Federation Press (Mantziaris and Martin 

1999, 2000). As well, we conducted a national series of workshops during 1999 and 2000 in all States under the 

auspices of the NNTT, which reached several hundred practitioners in the native title area. 

I was also involved as part of a multi-disciplinary team working through the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Studies, which examined the issue of developing Regional Agreements springboarding from 

section 21 of the original Native Title Act. I also published the results of consultancy research conducted in 1996, on 

mechanisms to incorporate the often opposing interests of ‘historical’ or immigrant Aboriginal peoples and those of 

‘traditional’ peoples of a region, into the structures and operating procedures of Native Title Representative Bodies. 

In 2002, I was appointed as an independent expert assisting the review of the Century Mine agreement, negotiated 

nearly a decade ago between native title groups, the developer, and the Queensland government. I was also involved 

as a consultant in a second multidisciplinary review of the Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act commissioned 

by the Registrar of Aboriginal Corporations. I was engaged by the Yorta Yorta Nations Aboriginal Corporation to 

undertake a review of the appropriateness and effectiveness of their organisational structures. 
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During 1998 and 1999, I was engaged as the principal consultant in a major long-term project implementing the 

Century Mine agreement, signed in May 1997 between three Native Title Groups in the Gulf region of Queensland, 

and Century Zinc Limited (now operated by Oz Minerals). A core aim of the consultancy was to establish a special-

purpose organisation, the Gulf Aboriginal Development Company, whose roles are to administer the Agreement on 

behalf of the Native Title Groups, to play a coordinating and facilitating role in employment, training and business 

ventures arising from the mine, and to distribute funds provided under the Agreement to eligible Aboriginal 

corporations. My work drew extensively on my previous CAEPR research into mechanisms to maximise the 

effectiveness and accountability of Aboriginal organisations, and has involved detailed collaborative work with legal 

practitioners and accountants in establishing both representative and commercial organisational structures. Part of 

the project has involved developing interpretive materials for the Native Title groups on such matters as the 

Agreement, and proposed corporate representative and business structures. Publications relating to this work include 

Martin 1998 and Martin 1998. 

In 1997 I facilitated a strategic planning workshop for the Aboriginal owners of a Cape York pastoral property, 

which examined the possibilities of joint venture arrangements with large vertically integrated agribusinesses 

focussed on production for the developing live cattle export industry in Cape York. The resultant report to the 

owners and to the Balkanu Cape York Development Corporation (Martin 1997) concentrated on organisational, 

socio-cultural and economic prerequisites for a successful joint venture. 

I was engaged in 1996 by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission to provide advice to the Federal 

Minister on appropriate organisational structures and processes for a Native Title Representative Body to be 

established in north-western Queensland. In my report to ATSIC on this matter (Martin 1996), I canvassed issues 

such as how the legislative requirement to be ‘broadly representative’ should be fulfilled for a body in this region, 

and in conjunction with legal advisors, proposed specific mechanisms including provisions in its constitution for 

such a body to develop and maintain accountability to its potential clients across this diverse region. 

 In 1995 I submitted a major report to the Commonwealth Minister for Aboriginal Affairs with regard to the 

proposal for a ‘breakaway’ land council in north-east Arnhem Land (Martin 1995).  Amongst other matters, the 

report examined the processes established under the Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 relating to the 

capacity for the Minister to establish additional Land Councils and to the mining royalty regime, and recommended 

certain amendments to the Act to allow devolution of powers from the existing bodies to Regional Land Councils, 

and a re-examination of the accountability provisions relating to royalty associations. I also canvass in my report the 

complex policy question of the articulation of indigenous political forms with those of the wider society, and 

appropriate mechanisms for incorporating the former in certain aspects of this legislation. 

I have also undertaken major work on alcohol and community development issues in western Cape York.  The work 

I undertook as part of a consultancy team was instrumental in developing legislation for Aurukun which attempts to 

give that community mechanisms to better control alcohol usage, by incorporating the recognition of customary Law 

in an innovative legislative framework which was passed by the Queensland Parliament, and has formed the basis 

for the current Alcohol Management Plan. The actual development of legislation required close collaboration 

between myself, the other members of the consultancy team, Queensland Departmental officers, and Parliamentary 
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draftsmen. This work also involved the development of plain-English explanatory materials on the legislative 

scheme for Aurukun people. In 2004, I conducted a review of the Napranum Alcohol Management Plan 

During August, 1993, I was engaged at Senior Lecturer level in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology at 

the University of Queensland, to prepare and deliver lectures in a course for second and third year students designed 

to introduce them to the anthropology of Aboriginal Australia and to its critiques.  

 

FRACTIONAL APPOINTMENT, CENTRE FOR ABORIGINAL ECONOMIC POLICY RESEARCH, 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (to June 30, 2006) 

I worked on a half-time basis as a Fellow at CAEPR from 1995. From July 2006 to December 2010, I was a Visiting 

Fellow at the Centre. My research interests with CAEPR were broad, but centred on the theoretical and policy 

implications of the engagement of Aboriginal social, political and economic systems with those of the dominant 

society. I have focused on such diverse issues as the impacts of money and welfare payments on Aboriginal 

communities, and conversely the cultural constructions which Aboriginal people place on money and the ways in 

which it is used within Aboriginal communities, particular cultural constructions which Aboriginal people place on 

matters which in the general Australian society are seen to be the province of the economy, as well as on issues 

associated with native title and land rights, issues associated with designing and managing Aboriginal organisations 

including legislative reform to facilitate more appropriately structured organisations, alcohol issues, and community 

and sustainable development issues.  

A latter concern in my work at CAEPR concerned issues of sustainable development arising from the engagement of 

Aboriginal people with major mining developments. This has been through a three-year ARC Linkage project 

Indigenous Community Organisations and Miners: Partnering Sustainable Regional Development, which has Rio 

Tinto and the Committee for the Economic Development of Australia (CEDA) as Industry Partners and a number of 

Indigenous representatives and community organisations as project collaborators. My particular interest has been on 

issues of social sustainability, and I have presented national and international conference papers on this topic, as 

well as on the governance of mining agreements.  

My research and writing as well as my consultancy work have had a significant focus on issues associated with 

Aboriginal governance. An initial focus was on the matter of accountability, including how it is to be conceptualised 

and legal and organisational mechanisms to achieve it. I focused on this area in my work with a multi-disciplinary 

team engaged through the Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, which undertook the first 

review of the Federal Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act 1976, the legislation under which some 3000 

Indigenous corporations are established (Martin 1995, Martin and Finlayson 1995).  As well as proposing a revised 

scheme for this Act which would take into account the diversity of Aboriginal organisational structures and needs, 

my work presaged subsequent work on the issue of accountability. In a discussion paper on this matter, co-authored 

with Julie Finlayson, it was argued that external accountability, including that to funding bodies such as ATSIC, is 

linked to internal accountability, that is accountability to the organisation’s constituency or clients. Specific 
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mechanisms for maximising this are proposed in the light of identified Aboriginal social and political values (Martin 

and Finlayson 1996). This paper has often been referred to in the work of subsequent researchers and policy 

analysts. As discussed below, in 2002, I was again engaged on a second review of the Aboriginal Councils and 

Associations Act in 2002 as part of a multidisciplinary team. 

More recently, my work on governance has focussed on conceptualising Indigenous organisations in terms of their 

‘intercultural’ position, and the practical and policy implications of this position, both in terms of their governance 

and design. This research interest found major expression in the book on Prescribed Bodies Corporate referred to 

above, as well as in a number of workshop papers delivered in 2002, in a CAEPR discussion paper (Martin 2003), 

in a book chapter (Martin 2005), and a publication auspiced by the Australian Academy of the Social Sciences 

(Martin 2005). 

Another significant area in which I have published is that of the impact of welfare on Aboriginal communities and 

on welfare reform. In 1995, I published an often-quoted discussion paper on Aboriginal concepts relating to cash 

and business and their implications for Aboriginal engagement with the commercial realm (Martin 1995c). In 2001 

and 2002, I published detailed critiques of Noel Pearson’s proposals for welfare reform (Martin 2001a, 2002) which 

drew from my earlier 1995 work and from my doctoral research in Aurukun, a community in the Cape York region 

which was Pearson’s focus, and which presaged many of his observations on the impacts of welfare. I also gave a 

keynote address to the ‘Indigenous welfare economy and the CDEP scheme’ conference held at the ANU from 7-9 

November 2000 which was subsequently published as a chapter in a CAEPR monograph (Martin 2001b).  

In 2001, CAEPR was commissioned by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) to 

undertake research on the implications of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cth) (TPA) for Indigenous communities. 

One of the outcomes from this project was a Discussion Paper authored by myself and Siobhan McDonnell (Martin 

and McDonnell 2002), which examined key competition and consumer issues faced by Aboriginal people in remote 

Aboriginal communities with particular reference to provisions of the TPA. In late 2004, I was engaged by the 

ACCC to prepare an Expert’s Report for a Federal Court matter involving allegations of unconscionable conduct 

with respect to consumers in remote communities in the Northern Territory, and presented evidence in a hearing in 

February 2005. 

I have had a long-term interest in the effects of alcohol abuse on Indigenous communities. This was a major theme 

of my doctoral research in Aurukun. In 1998, I undertook a study into the political economy of alcohol in the Cape 

York Aboriginal communities, and published a CAEPR discussion paper on this subject which made a number of 

significant policy recommendations with regard to the supply of alcohol in remote Aboriginal communities (Martin 

1998b). This work was taken up by the Fitzgerald Inquiry into justice and alcohol issues on Cape York’s Aboriginal 

communities, and its policy recommendations for dealing with alcohol abuse through supply-side measures formed 

an important segment of the Inquiry’s own recommendations into this matter. Further work on indigenous alcohol 

issues in the Alice Springs area led to a report to the Northern Territory Liquor Commission co-authored with 

Maggie Brady of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, which recommends 

strategies directed towards developing a responsible culture of serving alcohol as part of an overall process of 
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reducing harmful consumption practices (Brady and Martin 1998). In 2004, Maggie Brady and myself were invited 

to publish an opinion piece on Indigenous alcohol issues in Australia in The Lancet (Brady and Martin 2004). 

Another major area in my CAEPR research into the interface between Indigenous groups and the general Australian 

society has concentrated on land rights and native title issues. As discussed in relation to my consultancy work, I 

have been intimately involved in the Wik native title claim as well as undertaking other native title and land rights-

related projects. As a consequence of the expertise I had developed, during 1999, I was engaged through CAEPR by 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) to provide advice on the re-recognition of Native 

Title Representative Bodies as a member of a multi-disciplinary team including lawyers, accountants and 

anthropologists. This involved the assessment of NTRBs against the criteria established in the Native Title Act, and 

required a detailed knowledge of the principles of native title and the requirements of the Act, including those 

related to the mediation of native title claims.  

Together with a barrister, Christos Mantziaris (then of the Law Program, Research School of Social Sciences), I was 

engaged by the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) in 1999 to undertake research on legal and anthropological 

issues of the Prescribed Bodies Corporate regime under the Native Title Act. The outcomes of this research have 

included a 70 page publication through the NNTT written so as to make it accessible to non-technical readers, and a 

450pp book published through Federation Press (Mantziaris and Martin 1999a, 2000). As well, we conducted a 

national series of workshops during 1999 and 2000 in all States under the auspices of the NNTT, which reached 

several hundred practitioners in the native title area. 

I was also involved as part of a multi-disciplinary team working through the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Studies, which examined the issue of developing Regional Agreements springboarding from 

section 21 of the original Native Title Act. Taking Cape York as a case study, I examined how and in what contexts 

regionalism could be facilitated despite an indigenous polity in which localism is the dominant form (Martin 1997b). 

I also published the results of consultancy research conducted in 1996, on mechanisms to incorporate the often 

opposing interests of ‘historical’ or immigrant Aboriginal peoples and those of ‘traditional’ peoples of a region, into 

the structures and operating procedures of Native Title Representative Bodies (Martin 1997a). In 1995 I chaired a 

session at an AIATSIS workshop on native title, and contributed a paper to a further session which has been 

published in the workshop proceedings (Martin 1995b). 

I have researched and published in a number of other areas relating to the interface between Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal societies. For example, I have co-authored a Discussion Paper (Martin and Taylor 1995) which examines 

conceptual and methodological features of the ABS Remote Area Census Strategy which, given particular features 

of Aboriginal societies, potentially lead to significant under-enumeration of Aboriginal people. This work has had a 

significant impact on subsequent ABS remote area enumeration strategies. A revised version of this paper was also 

published in a journal article (Taylor and Martin 1996). This was followed up through a project involving a number 

of CAEPR researchers observing the conduct of the 2001 census, in my case in Aurukun, western Cape York (see 

Martin 2002). 

 



 

9 

QUEENSLAND DIVISION OF ABORIGINAL AND ISLANDER AFFAIRS: 1990, 1991—93 

In August 1990, I was appointed by the Minister to special duties for a six month term within the Division, working 

in the then Land Section to develop policies to incorporate Aboriginal interests in the management of National 

Parks, and developing policy options for land rights in Queensland. This involved close collaborative work with 

policy makers, bureaucrats, and legal experts in developing a possible framework for land rights in Queensland. 

Much of this framework was ultimately incorporated into the Queensland Aboriginal Land Act 1991. 

In July 1991, I was appointed as a Senior Policy officer in the Land Section, and eventually became manager of the 

Land Claims Section, charged with responsibility for implementing sections of the Queensland land rights 

legislation, passed in May 1991.  Prior to the establishment of separate Departmental areas responsible for 

Aboriginal land management issues and more broadly for social impact assessment, I played a significant role in the 

development of environmental and social impact assessment guidelines regarding the incorporation of indigenous 

interests for major developments, including the Century Mine.   

Additionally, I provided advice at a high level in terms of the development of policy options within the Department 

on issues of Aboriginal community development and on possible legislative models to allow Aboriginal groups to 

develop positive programs for the control of alcohol abuse within their communities. 

 

CONSULTANCY WORK 1986—1990 

1990: Involvement in a conference of Cape York researchers organised through the House of Representatives 

Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs, from which recommendations were made for future policy directions 

relating to self-determination and development as applied to Aboriginal settlements in the region.  I also made an 

individual submission to this Committee on these themes. 

1989: Consultancy work for the South Australian Museum, preparing my own anthropological site mapping data for 

input into its computerised mapping system relating to Aboriginal sites and land-use on western Cape York 

peninsula.  This particular project, while it had important long-term research implications, related directly to 

Aurukun people's expressed opposition to proposals by Comalco and other companies for mineral exploration over 

much of the Aurukun Shire.  The data from myself and from other researchers in the region (principally Dr Peter 

Sutton of the South Australian Museum) would allow the Federal Minister of Aboriginal Affairs to order a stay of 

exploration under Heritage legislation. 

1988: Consultancy work in Aurukun, north Queensland, acting as negotiator between traditional Aboriginal 

landowners and Comalco Pty. Ltd. in its oil and gas exploration work in the Aurukun area.  

1988: Consultancy for the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody in its Aurukun hearings.  This 

involved working as a translator during court proceedings, and preparing comprehensive written submissions to the 

Commission relating to its investigations into factors underlying the deaths in custody.  The report I prepared on 

underlying factors, was used widely by other researchers as well as by the Commission itself. 
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1989: Involvement with other anthropologists in advising the Queensland Department of Health on its HIV 

prevention programs in remote Aboriginal and Islander communities. 

1989: Consultancy work for National Heritage Studies, Canberra, on the implications for Aboriginal interests of 

further development of the Roxby Downs Borefield B water supply (Martin 1989) 

1986, 1987: Consultancy projects for the Australian National University's ANUTECH, involving field investigations 

and the preparation of reports concerning the proposed Roxby Downs Borefield B development, and concerning a 

proposed coal mining operation at Weedina Creek north west of Marree (Martin 1986, 1987). 

1986: Consultancy work for the University of Queensland's UNIQUEST, in connection with anthropological 

surveys for Telecom microwave relay tower sites in various areas of Cape York, Queensland (Martin 1986). 

1986: Consultancy work for the Aurukun Community Incorporated, negotiating formal agreements between it and 

the Aboriginal clan groups whose traditional lands were affected by its cattle mustering operations. 

AURUKUN COMMUNITY  1976—1983 

Outstation Co-ordinator for the Aurukun Community.  This involved working at an intimate level, mostly in the 

dominant local language and for extended periods out bush, with clan groups living at homeland centres up to 100 

km out from Aurukun.   

I was instrumental in having the original somewhat ad hoc system of D.A.A. financial and logistic support for 

people's aspirations to return to traditional lands there refashioned into a scheme that co-ordinated adequate logistic 

and infrastructural support for all the various outstation groups, while remaining appropriate in scale and methods of 

delivery of services to people's own cultural and social mechanisms.  This necessarily meant my being sensitive to 

these mechanisms; for instance, I learned to speak the dominant local language Wik Mungkan fluently. My work 

involved the administration, provision and co-ordination of logistic and technical support to the groups, help in 

gaining access to governmental and other services such as health and education, and assistance to the groups in 

identifying appropriate developmental goals and strategies. 

1975: Self-financed extended travel around remote Australia to observe first-hand conditions for Aboriginal groups. 

1972—75: Research Officer in water pollution control in the Chemical Engineering Department, University of 

Queensland. 
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Publications and Reports: 

Books, book chapters and published conference proceedings 
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Martin, D.F. 2013. The anthropologist as expert witness in a matter involving allegations of unconscionable conduct 
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Martin, D.F. 2012. Alternative Constructions of Indigenous Identities in Australia’s Native Title Act’, in The Limits 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, Canberra, pp353-362. 

Martin, D.F. 2011. ‘Policy alchemy and the magical transformation of Aboriginal society’, in Y. Musharbash and M. 

Barber (eds) Ethnography and the Production of Anthropological Knowledge: Essays in Honour of Nicolas 

Peterson, ANU E-Press, Australian National University, Canberra. 
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Tradition in Aurukun Aboriginal Art, Sally Butler (ed.), University of Queensland Press, St. Lucia, Brisbane, pp 
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Martin, D.F. 2009. ‘Domesticating violence: Homicide among remote dwelling Australian Aboriginal people’, in 

Domestic-related homicide: keynote papers from the 2008 international conference on homicide, AIC Report 
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for sustainability’, in Power, Culture, Economy: Indigenous Australians and Mining, CAEPR Research 

Monograph No. 30, J.C. Altman and D.F. Martin (eds), ANU E Press, Canberra, pp 99-126. 

Martin, D.F. 2005. ‘Enhancing and measuring social sustainability by the minerals industry: a case study of 

Australian Aboriginal People’, in Sustainable Development Indicators in the Minerals Industry, proceedings of 
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Anthropological assessment of the Connection Report for the Nyangumarta Native Title Claim (WAG 6281/98), 
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